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A leader in conservation, captive breeding and animal care, 
Cheyenne Mountain Zoo connects people with wildlife and 
wild places through experiences that inspire action. 

Every Kid. Every Time. Goosebumps!
Every kid, of any age, will have an experience 
for a lifetime with every visit.

OUR MISSION

OUR VISION

With only a mission and vision to guide them, these are 
the people who volunteered their time to make sure the 
greatness of Cheyenne Mountain Zoo continues.
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 January 16, 2026

CMZOO’S  
MONUMENTAL YEAR: 

CENTENNIAL 
CELEBRATIONS, CEO 

TRANSITION AND 
GIRAFFE CENTER 
OPENING IN 2026 

It’s a big year at Cheyenne Mountain Zoo! 
In 2026, CMZoo is celebrating its centennial 
year, welcoming a new President & CEO, and 
opening a brand-new Giraffe Center.

Cheyenne Mountain Zoo was established in 
1926 by Colorado Springs legend, Spencer 
Penrose. Having earned considerable wealth 
from mining enterprises, he expanded his 
entrepreneurial endeavors in the early 1900s to 
help develop the Pikes Peak Region. Spencer 
opened The Broadmoor Hotel in 1918, and 
over the next several years, he was gifted and 
purchased exotic animals to impress his visitors.

Spencer’s first wild animals were a black bear 
and a small herd of black-tailed deer and elk. He 
kept them at his Turkey Creek Ranch, about 20 
miles south of The Broadmoor. Bears, mountain 
lions, monkeys, and more lived in enclosures 
that lined The Broadmoor golf course, where 
hotel guests could visit them. This foundational 
association with the hotel sparked a long-
standing misconception that Spencer’s zoo, later 
Cheyenne Mountain Zoo, was owned by The 
Broadmoor. But, CMZoo is an independently 
operated Zoo, and one of the only facilities 
accredited by the Association of Zoos and 
Aquariums that receives no tax support.
 
In 1926 and 1927, Spencer’s exotic animals were 
relocated from The Broadmoor golf course to 
the Zoo, not because of a notorious monkey 
bite as some histories claim, but to make way for 
a major golf tournament at The Broadmoor. So, 
if you have no other reason to be a fan of golf, 
you can thank the sport for contributing to the 
early beginnings of Cheyenne Mountain Zoo!

In summer 2026, the Zoo will host a weeklong 
celebration alongside the grand opening of 
the International Center for the Care and 
Conservation of Giraffe.

February 10, 2026

BOARD OF DIRECTORS 
SELECTS INTERNAL 

CANDIDATE, 
DAVE RUHL, 

AS INCOMING 
PRESIDENT & CEO

After an international executive search, 
Cheyenne Mountain Zoo’s Board of 
Directors announced today that they have 
elected Dave Ruhl, CMZoo’s current executive 
vice president, as the Zoo’s incoming president 
& CEO, effective June 12, 2026.

“The Zoo’s future is in excellent hands with Dave 
leading our tremendous staff and supporters,” 
Ann Naughton, CMZoo board chair, says. 
“In the past 20 years, under Bob Chastain’s 
excellent leadership, the Zoo has grown to 
become financially stable and culturally strong. 
Dave’s experience and stellar reputation in 
the greater zoo community and his proven 
record of accomplishment at our Zoo will 
elevate Cheyenne Mountain Zoo’s already-
gold standard. Dave has shown us he can lead 
our unique Zoo to continued success in animal 
welfare, conservation, staff support and morale, 
financial acumen, community involvement, 
vision, and stability.”

The announcement came nearly two years 
after Bob Chastain, CMZoo’s current president 
& CEO, announced his retirement, effective 
June 12, 2026. The board’s executive search 
committee hired a third-party executive search 
firm to manage the recruitment process, which 
attracted candidates from across the continent.

March 18, 2026

CHEYENNE MOUNTAIN ZOO 
VOTED #2 BEST 

ZOO IN U.S.
Cheyenne Mountain Zoo was ranked #2 Best 
Zoo in the country, in USA TODAY’s 10Best 
Readers’ Choice Awards 2026! Dedicated 
CMZoo supporters voted daily for a month, 
and their commitment earned the Zoo a tie for 
its highest ranking ever – second place – for the 
second year in a row.

Voters helped the Zoo land a second-place 
hat trick across three categories this year. In 
addition to ranking #2 Best Zoo in the country, 
CMZoo again earned the #2 spot for Best Zoo 
Membership and CMZoo’s home for animals 
native to the Rocky Mountain region, Rocky 
Mountain Wild, was voted #2 Best Zoo Exhibit.

July 21, 2025

CRITICALLY ENDANGERED  
WESTERN LOWLAND 
GORILLA BABY BORN

There were hushed moments of pure joy at 
Cheyenne Mountain Zoo, as a small group of 
Primate World keepers and staff gathered to 
adore the Zoo’s newest addition: a brand-new 
gorilla baby bundle of joy born in the early hours 
of Mon., July 21, 2025.

Asha, a 32-year-old critically endangered 
Western lowland gorilla, and her new baby, later 
named Sully by public vote, quickly stole the 
hearts of millions of fans, in person and online. A 
photo of Sully on the Zoo’s Instagram account 
became the most-viewed post ever.

It had been nearly 13 years since a gorilla was 
born at CMZoo. This little one is Asha’s third 
baby and the first for silverback dad, Goma. 
Asha was born at CMZoo on Oct. 5, 1992. 
Thirty-four-year-old Goma moved to CMZoo, 
in 2016, on a breeding recommendation from 
the Western Lowland Gorilla Species Survival 
Plan, supported by Association of Zoos and 
Aquariums-accredited organizations, including 
CMZoo.
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ZOO BIRTHS

LAR GIBBON
August 11, 2025 | Keoki

CAPE PORCUPINE
September 13, 2025 | Thistle

LAR GIBBON
September 13 , 2025 | Holmes

EMPEROR TAMARIN
July 16, 2025 | Gianna & Mattessich

GIRAFFE
May 27, 2025 | Kinda

TENREC
September 17, 2025 | Juniper

AFRICAN PENGUIN
October 14, 2025 | Piggs

STRIPED SKUNKS
May 5 & 19, 2025

WESTERN LOWLAND GORILLA
July 21, 2025 | Sully

ZOO ADDITIONS

Sept. 11, 2025 

CMZOO SURPASSES 
$6 MILLION RAISED 

FOR CONSERVATION
Cheyenne Mountain Zoo and its members 
and guests celebrated a huge milestone, 
having raised $6 million for wildlife and 
wild places, since the Zoo’s Quarters for 
Conservation (Q4C) program launched in 
2008. Every visitor to the Zoo receives three 
‘quarter’ tokens representing the 75-cent 
Q4C allocation from their admission fee. 
They can then show support for the legacy 
projects they love by placing their tokens in the 
corresponding slots in the Q4C kiosks near 
admissions.

Before launching Q4C in 2008, CMZoo was 
supporting conservation, but at a fraction of 
what is possible now. As more people visit 
the Zoo each year, the Zoo can contribute 
more money to conservation. In the past few 
years, CMZoo has collected approximately 
one million dollars every 20 months through 
Q4C. The Zoo’s membership, special 
events, admissions, and EdVenture programs 
also contribute to conservation. CMZoo’s 
current Q4C beneficiary species include 
giraffe, Panama frogs, orangutans, black-
footed ferrets, African elephants and black 
rhinos, Wyoming toads, and Amur tigers. 

October 22, 2025

INTERNATIONAL 
CENTER FOR THE CARE 

AND CONSERVATION 
OF GIRAFFE

TOPPING OUT 
CEREMONY 

CMZoo President & CEO, Bob Chastain, 
was joined by Colorado Springs Mayor 
Yemi Mobolade, Executive Vice President, 
Dave Ruhl, CMZoo board members and 
staff, iiCON Construction, CSNA Architects, 
SH|R Studios, and members of the media 
to celebrate the topping out ceremony for 
the International Center for the Care and 
Conservation of Giraffe! 

The topping out ceremony is a long-standing 
construction tradition dating back to Viking 
times. Originally, a small tree was placed 
on the highest point of a new structure to 
honor the spirits of the land and bring good 
fortune. Today, ironworkers in the United 
States continue the tradition with a tree — and 
often an American flag — on the final beam, 
symbolizing growth, pride, and a job well done.

The placement of the final beam represented 
a significant milestone for the project, signaling 
that the ETFE clear roof could soon be 
installed on the new giraffe building.
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GIRAFFE 
Cheyenne Mountain Zoo remains committed 
to supporting critical giraffe conservation 
and research through its partnership with 
the Giraffe Conservation Foundation 
(GCF). Current efforts are focused 
on the Kavango Zambezi Transfrontier 
Conservation Area (KAZA- TFCA), the 
world’s largest transfrontier conservation 
area spanning multiple African countries 
and home to approximately 10% of the 
world’s remaining wild giraffe populations. 
Through collaboration across transboundary 
communities, partners are expanding 
conservation efforts by working towards 
a landscape-level approach. As part of 
this impactful collaboration, ongoing work 
includes surveys and land assessments 
to identify key areas for southern giraffe 
reintroduction, alongside a monitoring and 
anti-poaching program. These efforts are 
generating valuable new data on giraffe 
movements and habitat use throughout 
the region. Shared among conservation 
partners, this information is strengthening 
management strategies and enhancing long-
term conservation impact across the KAZA-
TFCA in Southern Africa.

PANAMANIAN 
GOLDEN FROGS 
The Panama Amphibian Rescue and 
Conservation Project (PARC), a partnership 
between Cheyenne Mountain Zoo and 
the Smithsonian Institution, continues to 
lead efforts to save Panama’s amphibians 
from chytridiomycosis, the fungal disease 
that drove the iconic Panamanian golden 
frog (Atelopus zeteki) to extinction in their 
natural habitat in 2009.

In late 2025 and early 2026, PARC achieved 
a major milestone by releasing 100 captive-
bred golden frogs into soft-release pens in 
their historic range. Researchers monitored 
the frogs to study the interplay between 
disease dynamics and the frogs’ ability to 
regain natural skin toxicity on a wild diet. The 
data collected is informing future rewilding 
strategies. Some of these frogs were fully 
released, marking the first return of this 
species to nature in 17 years.

CMZoo’s long-term support through 
Quarters for Conservation has been 
instrumental in maintaining assurance 
colonies of Panamanian frogs, advancing 
husbandry techniques, and enabling 
these groundbreaking reintroduction 
trials. These efforts, alongside releases 
of other Panamanian amphibian species, 
bring renewed hope for restoring healthy 
amphibian populations across Panama.

BLACK-FOOTED FERRETS
This year was a record-breaking year for the 
SAFE (Saving Animals From Extinction) 
Black-footed Ferret (BFF) program with 
484 kits born.  That’s the most kits born 
program- wide ever!  CMZoo contributed to 
the program with 22 kits and 7 adults being 
released into the wild.  Plague, a disease 
introduced to the U.S. in the early 1900’s, 
continues to be the biggest hurdle in black-
footed ferret recovery. The North American 
grasslands is one of the most endangered 
habitats on Earth and the primary goal of 

BFF recovery is working towards establishing 
healthy prairie ecosystems.

WYOMING TOADS 
CMZoo staff released 190 adult Wyoming 
toads and 5,703 tadpoles to their native 
habitat in Wyoming.  This species nearly 
went extinct in the 1990’s with only a few 
toads remaining at which time interventions 
were initiated.  Habitat loss, drought, and 
the introduced chytrid fungus continue to 
threaten this species.  Research is being done 
by CMZoo and the University of Wyoming 
to see if we can develop an immunological 
response to increase survival once toads are 
re-infected by the fungus. 

ORANGUTANS
Consumers can help protect wild orangutans’ 
homes from deforestation by using products 
made with sustainably-sourced palm oil. 
PalmOil Scan, a free mobile app available 
in the U.S., Canada, UK, New Zealand, 
Australia, and Singapore, helps make those 
choices easier. The app is owned by the 
World Association of Zoos and Aquariums 
(WAZA) and locally managed by CMZoo. 

In 2026, CMZoo supported HUTAN for 
continued reforestation and aftercare support 
of young trees in the Genting Wildlife 
Corridor in Sabah, Borneo, to facilitate the 
restoration of critical Orangutan habitat. 
Reforesting and connecting corridors 
between protected habitats not only helps 
protect orangutans, but many species that 
live in the region.

 Q4C PROGRAMS

AFRICAN VULTURES
Vulpro remains a critical partner in vulture 
conservation across South Africa, operating 
rescue, rehabilitation, captive breeding, and 
monitoring programs that support multiple 
imperiled species including cape, African 
white-backed, and hooded vultures. Their 
work directly counters severe threats such as 
poisoning, wind farm and powerline collisions 
while reinforcing wild populations through 
releases and research.

In 2025, Vulpro admitted vultures for 
treatment and successfully released 26 
individuals back into the wild, including 
rehabilitated and captive-bred birds. Their 
captive breeding program achieved strong 
results despite a late start, with 32 confirmed 
fertile eggs and four healthy chicks hatched 
by the end of June. Nine cape vultures were 
released in May, integrating well with a local 
wild colony, while GPS-tracked birds continue 
to provide valuable data on movement 
patterns and survival.

CMZoo’s ongoing support helps fund 
essential veterinary care, rehabilitation, and 
release efforts. These contributions strengthen 
Vulpro’s ability to respond rapidly to poisoning 
events, bolster wild populations, and build 
community partnerships that protect vultures 
and their habitats across southern Africa.

ONGOING 
CONSERVATION 
PROGRAMS
CMZoo supports ongoing wildlife 
conservation through hands-on 
fieldwork, research partnerships, 
and species recovery projects, 
empowering staff and guests to 
contribute locally and globally to 
protect animals and wild places.

MEMBER VOTE
Each Zoo membership helps contribute to an annual total 
of $25,000 for Q4C and $75,000 for the Members-Only 
Conservation Vote. Since 2015, members have directed 
$825,000 of revenue to global field conservation efforts.

PANCAKE TORTOISES
Cheyenne Mountain Zoo continues 
to support Turtle Survival Alliance 
and its partners in protecting Kenya’s 
critically endangered pancake tortoise 
(Malacochersus tornieri) through the 
annual Members-Only Conservation 
Vote. This year marked the very first time 
a reptile made it into the top 3 projects 
voted on by members!

Through community engagement and 
scientific monitoring, this collaboration 
strengthens local stewardship and 
advances conservation across community 
conservancies in northern Kenya.

Training sessions equipped conservancy 
staff with skills in habitat identification, 
mapping, and tortoise monitoring. These 
efforts have already yielded results, with one 
conservancy documenting 35 individuals. 
Surveys confirmed a stable population of 116 
tortoises, recording 43 recaptures and 41 new 
individuals, reflecting a healthy age structure 
and strong reliance on rocky crevices. 

Multi-stakeholder forums involving 171 
participants laid the foundation for a 
National Recovery Strategy, including a five-
year action plan. A collaborative framework 
signed by Lewa, Borana, Kenya Wildlife 

Service, National Museums of Kenya, and 
eight community conservancies will guide 
species management plans and long-term 
Protection.

CMZoo’s support through the Member Vote 
for Conservation has been vital to these 
community-based efforts, capacity building, 
and the development of coordinated 
recovery actions that give this unique species 
a stronger future in its native range.

AMERICAN BLACK BEARS
Rising human-bear conflicts in Colorado 
highlight the importance of proactive, 
community-based solutions to keep 
both people and bears safe. Cheyenne 
Mountain Zoo is proud to partner with 
Colorado Parks and Wildlife (CPW) on a 
variety of strategies to reduce human-bear 
conflict. This year, through the Human-
Bear Conflict Reduction Community Grant 
Program, CMZoo was awarded $31,000 to 
replace aging bear-proof trash bins and add 
additional bear-proof recycling bins to our 
campus. With over 57% of recent human-
bear conflicts in the state linked to unsecured 
trash, these durable, proven solutions 
will eliminate easy food access for bears 
visiting the Zoo and surrounding areas. The 
upgrades support broader efforts to prevent 
bears from becoming food-conditioned, 
reducing the risk of property damage, public 
safety incidents, and the need for euthanasia 
of problem bears.

By leading through example in bear-
aware practices, CMZoo strengthens local 
coexistence between people and Colorado’s 
iconic black bears while educating thousands 
of annual visitors on simple actions they  
can take right in their own backyards to  
help bears.
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$134,957

416
48

$174,254
 REVENUE

$67,934
REVENUE

RECORD YEAR!

REVENUE

98,485
PARTICIPANTS

TOTAL 
PROGRAMSAVERAGE 

MONTHLY 
PROGRAMS

WILDNIGHT & 
STARLIGHT SAFARI

ZOO EXPLORATION

NEW PROGRAM
Respecting Our Abilities and Resilience (ROAR) Connections 

is an evening program designed for children ages 6-12 with 
autism spectrum disorders, sensory processing disorders, 

developmental disabilities/delays or medical fragility.

2,336
ZOO CAMP 

PARTICIPANTS

ZOO CAMP

2,536
111

7 9

PARTICIPANTS

PROGRAMS

PROGRAM 
RUNS

FAMILIES 
TOTAL

4,197
97

PARTICIPANTS
TOURS  
(INCLUDING VIRTUAL)

ZOOMOBILE

$469,544
OVERALL CAMP REVENUE
($94,000 HIGHER THAN PROJECTED BUDGET)
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NUMERICAL 
HIGHLIGHTS

EVENT ADMISSION  
REVENUE

2024-2025 2025-2026

ATTENDANCE 
NUMBERS

Zoo Attendance 825,519 842,156

Membership Revenue $3,809,299 $4,114,068

DIGITAL  
MEDIA

Facebook Followers 282,000 307,000

Instagram Followers 105,000 122,000

YouTube Subscribers 26,000 27,000

Website Visits 6,199,580 11,797,285

EDVENTURE 
PROGRAMMING

Revenue $1,175,176 $1,113,885

Logged Docent Hours 15,169 20,160

MOUNTAINEER  
SKY RIDE

Day Rides $484,214 $372,051

Evening Rides $26,921 $22,731

The following corporate sponsors recognize the mutually beneficial partnership that Cheyenne Mountain Zoo offers.  
For sponsorship opportunities, contact Brooklyn Osborne at (719) 633-9925 x114. 

Our Sponsors

Adam R. Scripps Foundation

Black Bear Diner

Blue Federal Credit Union

Children’s Hospital Colorado

Corundum Group

El Pomar Foundation

ENT Credit Union

KOAA News5

Navy Federal Credit Union

Raising Cane’s Chicken Fingers

Red Noland Auto Group

Renewal by Andersen

Republic Services

Colorado Springs SCHEELS

Sturgeon Electric

Les Schwab Tire Center

The Broadmoor

Toyota

U.S. Bank

New Record!

2025-2026

Total for 2025-2026:  $1,369,416 
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MAY 1, 2025 - APRIL 30, 2026

Cheyenne Mountain Zoo is one of very few AZA-accredited zoos that does not receive any 
tax support. The Zoo relies solely on admissions, membership dues, donations, and grants 
for funding. Consolidated, audited financial statements are available on the Zoo’s website.

SUPPORT  
& REVENUE

Total Operating Income  
  $27,830,100

Admissions $15,109,300 

Visitor Services & Programs $6,951,000 

Membership Dues $4,114,100 

Operating Contributions $1,200,500 

Other Income $455,200 

ZOO EXPENSES
Total Operating Expenses  

 $23,179,500

Animal Care $5,374,000 

Admin / Dev / IT / Marketing $4,461,200 

Maint / Oper / Hort / Park Quality $4,126,600 

EdVenture & Other Programs $3,601,000 

Depreciation $2,997,200 

Allocations $2,619,500 

Unrestricted Net Assets as of April 30, 2026
 $131,295,300 

54%

25%

15%

4%

2%

23%

19%

18%

16%

13%

11%

May 2025 - April 2026  CHEYENNE MOUNTAIN ZOO  15 14  CHEYENNE MOUNTAIN ZOO  May 2025 - April 2026

Financial Summary



Mr. Paul Ackerman and Ms. Aimee  Zick

Adam R. Scripps Foundation

Dr. Charles and Mrs. Celine Afeman

Mr. Jeff and Mrs. Sheree Ahrendsen

Mr. Tuck and Mrs. Liz Aikin

Dr. Sarah and Mr. Jonathan Amoroso

Mr. Chris and Mrs. Chris Andersen

Mr. Russell and Mrs. Doreen Anderson
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Pikes Peak Community Foundation

The H.A. and Mary K. Chapman Foundation 

Mr. Bob and Mrs. Antonia Chastain

Chevron Corporation

Cheyenne Mountain Zoo Auxiliary

Mr. Lynn and Mrs. Suzanne Claar
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Colorado Springs SCHEELS

Colorado Springs Utilities Community Focus Fund

Costco

Mr. Doug and Mrs. Sharon Cotter
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Mr. Steve and Mrs. Michelle Day
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Dr. Michael L. Edmonds

El Pomar Foundation
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El Pomar Foundation’s Freda Hambrick Fund 

Mr. James and Mrs. Anita Elder

Dr. Adam and Mrs. Elizabeth English

Mr. James and Mrs. Margaret* Engram

Mr. Peter and Mrs. Jan Fairchild

Mr. Paul and Mrs. Peri Faricy

Mr. Dan and Mrs. Tia Ferguson

In Memory of Matt and Betty Finley

Mr. John and Mrs. Heather Fitzgerald

Mr. Bill and Mrs. Susan Flis

Ms. Monica Furey

E.L. and Thelma Gaylord Foundation

Mrs. Barbara Gazibara

Mr. John and Mrs. Stacy Geary 

Dr. Deborah Germeroth

Golden Rule Family Foundation 

Mrs. Birgit Goldfarb

Mr. Ray and Mrs. Kristin Granado

Greater Horizons

Ms. Charlotte Greene

Ms. Marsha Greer

Mr. Chris and Mrs. Barbara Grossman

Mr. Kurt and Mrs. Carol Grow

Dr. Julie A. Hall

Dr. Scott and Dr. Corrina Hamann

Harding Nursery, Inc

Harold W. & Mary Louise Shaw Foundation

Ms. Jean Harris

Mr. David and Mrs. Becky Harrison

Mr. James A. Haslam

Mr. Tom and Mrs. Connie Hawkins

Mr. Peter and Mrs. Brenda Hier

Mr. Walt and Mrs. Katherine Hieronymus

High Point Networks, LLC 

Ms. Lyda Hill

Hillside Gardens & Event Center

Mrs. Nancy Hochman

Mrs. Shirley Feilbach Hodges

Mr. Bill and Mrs. Helen Holmgren

Mrs. Deborah Hooker

Mr. Wes* and Mrs. Charlotte Howard

Ms. Cynthia Hunter

Ms. Diane Hyde

Ms. Barbara Janssen

Dr. Lisa Jenks

Ms. Cathy C. Jennings

Mr. Ron and Mrs. Susan Johnson

Mr. Mike and Mrs. Maureen Jorgensen

Mr. Jon and Mrs. Kim Kanas

Mr. George Kerstein

Mr. James and Mrs. Judy Kewley

Mr. Philip and Mrs. Mary Kiemel

Kirkpatrick Family Fund

Mr. Albert and Mrs. Virginia Kooistra

Mr. Dave and Mrs. Kristi Koscove

Mr. Kevin and Mrs. Jamie Kratt

Mr. Robert and Mrs. Jennifer Kronebusch

Mr. Bill and Mrs. Joyce Kunkle

Dr. Karl and Mrs. Shannon Lackler

Mr. Douglas Lang

Ms. Jan Larson

Mr. Geoff and Mrs. Austin Lawhorn

Mr. Randy and Mrs. Melanie Lindsay-Brisbin

Mr. Jack* and Mrs. Cary Loewen

Mr. Donald and Mrs. Marie Logan

The Community Foundation of Louisville

Ms. Barbara J. Lucas*

Ms. Lynelle Lynch

Ms. Rebecca Malloy

Mr. Greg and and Mrs. Anne Maness

Dr. Abby and Mr. Barrett Marcum

Mr. David and Mrs. Dana McDermott

Ms. Myra H. Monfort

Mr. Skip and Mrs. Joanie Mooney

Dr. Hans and Mrs. Sally Mueh

Tom Musselman Foundation

Stan and R. Maureen Myers

Mr. Tom and Mrs. Ann Naughton

Naughton-Nicholson Foundation

The Estate of Mr. Ted* and Mrs. Gail* Neher

Mr. Daryn and Mrs. Kelley Parker

Mr. George and Mrs. Marcia* Peacore

Pepsi Cola

Dr. JoLynn and Mr. Kevin Perry

Mr. Wade and Mrs. Karen Petersilie

Dr. Arthur and Mrs. Shim Post

Mr. John and Mrs. Susan Potterat

Mr. Gordon* and Mrs. Marta* Price

Dr. Theolyn Price

The Sierra-Price Family

Mr. Howard and Mrs. Jane Price

Mr. Jeffrey and Mrs. Joanne Qamoos

Mrs. Susie Ramsay

Ms. Karen Reinking

Rick’s Garden Center

Ms. Sarah Roach

Rocks Family Foundation

Ms. Molly O. Ross

Mr. Robert and Mrs. Carol Royse

Mr. Dave Ruhl and Ms. Erin McNally

Mr. Tim and Mrs. Marie Ryan

Mr. Andrew and Mrs. Margaret Sabin

Safeway, Fountain & Murray

Mr. Tom and Mrs. Nancy Sauer

Mr. David Schmitt

Mrs. Jody and Mr. Bob* Schmitz

Mr. Steve and Mrs. Chris Schneider

Schoelzel Family Foundation

Mr. Art and Mrs. Katie Schwall

Harold W. & Mary Louise Shaw Foundation

Mrs. Mari Sinton-Martinez and Mr. Paul Martinez

Ms. Angel Sitte

Ms. Judy Sondermann

Mr. Peter R. Spahn

Speedy Shine Brightly Fund of Pikes Peak Community 
Foundation

SSA Group

Stark Community Foundation

 Mrs. Jane Sterritt

Ms. Sue L. Switzer

Mr. Glenn and Mrs. Camille Tackaberry

Mr. Duncan and Mrs. Virginia Tenney

Mr. Rod and Mrs. Linda Thornton

Titcomb Foundation

Dr. Nathan* and Mrs. Carrie Trookman

Mrs. Suzanne Twohig

Mr. Richard and Mrs. Suzy Utzke

Ms. Sally Veitch

Ventimiglia Family Foundation

W & H Foundation

Mrs. Rebecca Wallace

Mr. Bob and Mrs. Judie Werschky

Mr. Tom and Mrs. Liz White

Mr. Travis and Mrs. Sharon White

Mrs. Brenda and Mr. Gary Whitlock 

Wilgruen Trust

Ms. Dawn Williams

Mr. Gary Winegar

Mr. Steve and Mrs. Tish Yanoviak

Young Again Foundation

Mr. Tuck and Mrs. Liz Aikin

Anonymous

Mr. Chris and Mrs. Chris Andersen

Ms. Jacqueline Archer*

Ms. Jeanie Baratono

Ms. Barbara L. Bates

Mrs. Deborah Bauer

Mrs. Patty Baumgart

Mr. Scott and Mrs. Michelle Bennewitz

Mr. Joe E. Bernolfo III

Mr. Dick* and Mrs. Charla Bertrand

Dr. John and Mrs. Joanie Bishop

Mr. Jim* and Mrs. Janis Brewster

Mr. Kent* and Mrs. Ann Brosh

Mr. Charlie Brown and Ms. Joy Ann Robinson

Mr. Jeffrey and Mrs. Jean Cahill 

Mr. Bruce and Mrs. Patty Cameron

Col. Jo and Mrs. Cindi Carroll

Dr. Jack* and Mrs. Glenn* Carson 

Mr. John Carter* and Ms. Virginia Snow*

Mr. Lew* and Mrs. Sandra* Christensen

Mr. Lynn and Mrs. Suzanne Claar

Ms. Melanie Clay

Ms. Karen Cooper

Mrs. Helen B. Cox*

Ms. Jane Cummings*

Ms. Susan J. Darsch*

Mr. Paul* and Mrs. Anita* Deery

Ms. Barbara DeGrand

Mrs. Alice B. Dempster*

Mr. Kevin Detlefsen

Mrs. Cheryl G. (Cherri) Disque

Mr. David H. Donald*

Mr. Howard* and Mrs. Ruth* Dutzi

Mr. Myron Dye*

Mr. Juan and Mrs. Nadine Echeverry

Dr. Michael L. Edmonds

Mr. Bob* and Mrs. Gayle* Emmons

Ms. Susan Engfer

Mr. Kevin and Mrs. Beth Ewald

Ms. Megan Fossinger

Mr. Jim and Mrs. Lu Ann* Fox

Mrs. Betty Francis*

Ms. Ginger Frost

Ms. Marian Gabrish

Mr. Joel and Mrs. Tracey Gazibara

Ms. Judith Gerber*

Ms. Carolyn Ginter*

Mr. Duane and Mrs. Marilyn Grasz

Ms. Perrie Graves

Ms. Charlotte Greene

Mr. Kurt and Mrs. Carol Grow

Mr. Bill* and Mrs. Dorothea Gruenerwald*

Mr. Brian and Mrs. Linda Hall

Dr. Julie A. Hall

Ms. Jan Hanley

Ms. Beverly Jones-Hanson

Ms. Geri Harrand and Mr. Dieter* Mattern

Mr. David Harris and Ms. Cate Kelly

Mr. Gaylord and Mrs. Diana Hatler

Mr. Peter and Mrs. Brenda Hier

Ms. Virgina Hipszky

Mrs. Nancy Hochman

Mrs. Sandra Holmes

Mr. Bill and Mrs. Helen Holmgren

Mrs. Deborah Hooker

Ms. Roberta L. Howery 

Ms. Susan Hoxie

Mr. Michael and Mrs. Patricia Iandoli

Ms. Dorothy Johnson*

Mr. Mike* and Mrs. Emily Jones

Mr. Loy and Mrs. Betty* Jones

Mr. John and Mrs. Amber Karl 

Mr. Doug and Mrs. Diane Kathol 

Ms. Jean Keeley*

Mr. Ken Keene

Mr. Brian and Mrs. Karen Kirouac

Ms. Sue Kite

Dr. John and Mrs. Carol Kleiner

Mr. Jim and Mrs. Mary Klever

Mr. Albert and Mrs. Virginia Kooistra

Mr. William and Mrs. Joyce Kunkle

Mr. Robert and Mrs. Sharon Kushner

Mr. John* and Mrs. Margot* Lane
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Cheyenne Mountain Zoo is grateful to all of our patrons who support our vision of inspiring caring and stewardship 
of the natural world. As a self-funded facility, our donors and sponsors are critical to our success. Although all 
gifts are deeply appreciated, space precludes us from individually acknowledging all of our generous friends. 

The following supporters contributed gifts of $2,500 or more (cash or in-kind) from May 2025 to April 2026.

Supporting our Cause

The following are members of the Zoo’s 1926 Society, generous friends who have provided for the Zoo in their 
wills or estate plans. To learn more about planned giving at the Zoo, contact ​Kelley Parker at (719) 424-7810.

1926 Society



Mr. Paul Ackerman and Ms. Aimee  Zick

Adam R. Scripps Foundation

Dr. Charles and Mrs. Celine Afeman

Mr. Jeff and Mrs. Sheree Ahrendsen

Mr. Tuck and Mrs. Liz Aikin

Alice Gist Dunaway Foundation

Ameriprise Financial

Dr. Sarah and Mr. Jonathan Amoroso

Mr. Chris and Mrs. Chris Andersen

LTG(Ret) Ed and Mrs. Ann Anderson

AWC Family Foundation

Mr. Vic and Mrs. Sue Andrews

Anjulicia Foundation

ANN Family Foundation

Anonymous

Mr. Dan and Mrs. Mary Armour

Mr. JL and Mrs. Jennifer Austgen

The Aylward Family

Bain Family Foundation

Ms. Jeanie M. Baratono

Mr. Larry and Mrs. Carol Barbour

Mr. Scott and Mrs. Michelle Bennewitz

Mr. Dave and Mrs. Karen Benson

Benson Foundation

Mr. Dick* and Mrs. Charla Bertrand

Mr. Bruce and Mrs. Stella Beyerly

Mr. Lawrence* and Mrs. Janice Boggess

Mr. Ron Bollenberghe

Mr. David and Mrs. Candi Boyer

Mr. Joe and Mrs. Julie Breau

Mrs. Janis Brewster

Dr. Scott and Mrs. Marianne Brooks

Ms. Juliette Brooks

Ms. Cyndi Brown

Ms. Frances Brown

The Bruni Foundation

Mrs. Susie Burghart and Mr. Rich Tosches

Calm Foundation

Mr. Bruce and Mrs. Patty Cameron

Mr. Matt and Mrs. Sheilagh Carpenter

Col. Jo and Mrs. Cindi Carroll

The H.A. and Mary K. Chapman Foundation 

Mr. Bob and Mrs. Antonia Chastain

Chevron Corporation

Cheyenne Mountain Zoo Auxiliary

Mr. Lynn and Mrs. Suzanne Claar

Colorado Springs SCHEELS

Colorado Springs Utilities Community Focus Fund

Mr. Preston and Mrs. Diane Cooper

Mr. Doug and Mrs. Sharon Cotter

Mr. Guy and Mrs. Jinny Cresap

Mr. Raj Date and Ms. Jessica Killin

Mr. Steve and Mrs. Michelle Day

Mr. Ray and Mrs. Patty Deeny

Ms. Denise and Ms. Melina DeLeo

Mrs. Nancy Denton and Mr. Marty Christensen

Mr. Robert and Mrs. Devora Detherage

Mr. Randy and Mrs. Trice Dipner

Mr. Michael and Mrs. Cherri Disque

Dr. Elizabeth Domangue and Ms. Helene Afeman

Mr. Jeff and Mrs. Kathy Langr

Mr. Bob and Mrs. Sue Lanting

Ms. Jan Larson

Ms. Joan Lavelett*

Mr. Terry* and Mrs. Elizabeth* Lilly

Ms. Sarah Lockhart*

Ms. Jean Long

Mr. Gary* and Mrs. Jane* Loo

Mrs. Katherine H. Loo

Ms. Carol Lyndell

Mr. Thomas and Mrs. Sharon Maloof 

Mr. Alan Manley

Ms. Marguerite Manley*

Ms. Kendra Mann

Mr. Paul Martinez and Mrs. Mari Sinton-Martinez

Mr. John and Mrs. Sue Mayher

Ms. Doris McGaffin*

Ms. Mary McGlashan*

Mr. Dale* and Mrs. Norma* Miller

Mr. Robert* and Mrs. Jean* Mills

Mr. Nick and Mrs. Angela Moeglien

Mr. Bob* and Mrs. Judy Mollo

Stan and R. Maureen Myers

Mr. Ted* and Mrs. Gail* Neher

Mr. Tom and Mrs. Sue Neill

Mr. Richard and Mrs. Susan Odiam

Mr. Kent* and Mrs. Marilyn*Olin

Dr. Ed and Mrs. Mary Osborne

Mrs. Romayne Patrick*

Mr. Michael and Mrs. Carol Pennica

Dr. Arthur and Mrs. Shim Post 

Ms. Valerie Powell*

Mr. John and Mrs. Marie Poyzer

Mr. Howard and Mrs. Jane Price

Mrs. Jeneane Prisk

Ms. Sandra Radford

Mr. Robert* and Mrs. Susie Ramsay

Mrs. Judy Rhoads

Mrs. Betty Rickel

Ms. Lovice Riffe

Ms. Margaret Rose

Ms. Lucy Ross*

Mr. Robert and Mrs. Carol Royse

Mr. Bill and Mrs. Brigette Ruskin

Mr. William Ryan

Mr. Tom and Mrs. Nancy Sauer

Ms. Judy Schlei

Dr. Ike and Ms. Barbara Schlosser 

Mrs. Jody and Mr. Bob* Schmitz

Ms. Florence Seivert*

Mr. Eric Sevcik*

Mr. Ned and Mrs. Erika Shade

Ms. Laura Sinton-Emery*

Mrs. Mari Sinton-Martinez and Mr. Paul Martinez 

Ms. Judy Sondermann

Ms. Louisa Sprague

Mr.  Mark Steinberg and Ms. Debra Might

Mr. Bob* and Mrs. Jane Sterritt

Ms. Marjorie L. Strait*

Ms. Sardis Sullivan*

Ms. Sue Switzer

Mr. Glenn and Mrs. Camille Tackaberry

Mr. Elwood* and Mrs. Mary Ann Teague

Mr. Harley and Mrs. Diane Thompson

Mr. Rod and Mrs. Linda Thornton

Mr. Gerry and Mrs. Cheryl Tolley

Mr. Jack and Mrs. Michel Tomsic

Mr. Donald Toncray*

Ms. Donna Toncray*

Mr. Rich and Mrs. Marjorie Torsiello

Mr. Rick and Mrs. Betty Totten

Mrs. Suzanne Twohig

Mr. Michael Waller and Ms. Jennifer Farnsworth

Ms. Beatrice Whitright*

Ms. Mary Wieger*

Ms. Gloria Wiersema

Dr. Glenn* and Mrs. Joan* Williams

Ms. Mary Williams

Mr. Randy* and Mrs. Audrey Woodard

Mr. Tim McAndries and Ms. Kristine Zabrusky

Ms. Sharon Ziegler*
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Mrs. JoEllen Doornbos

Eagle’s Wings Charity Fund

General Ed and Mrs. Karen Eberhart

Mr. Juan and Mrs. Nadine Echeverry

Dr. Michael L. Edmonds

El Pomar Foundation

El Pomar Foundation’s Anna Keeslng Ackerman Fund

El Pomar Foundation’s Freda Hambrick Fund 

Mr. James and Mrs. Anita Elder

Mr. James and Mrs. Margaret* Engram

Mr. Peter and Mrs. Jan Fairchild

Mr. Paul and Mrs. Peri Faricy

Mr. Dan and Mrs. Tia Ferguson

In Memory of Matt and Betty Finley

Mr. Bill and Mrs. Susan Flis

Col. James and Mrs. Lu Ann* Fox

Ms. Monica Furey

Garden City Company

E.L. and Thelma Gaylord Foundation

Mrs. Barbara Gazibara

Mr. Joel and Mrs. Tracey Gazibara

GE Johnson Foundation

Golden Rule Family Foundation 

Mrs. Birgit Goldfarb

Greater Horizons

Ms. Charlotte Greene

Ms. Marsha Greer

Griffis/Blessing Charitable Fund of Pikes Peak 
Community Foundation

Mr. Chris and Mrs. Barbara Grossman

Mr. Kurt and Mrs. Carol Grow

H. Chase Stone Charitable Trust

Dr. Julie A. Hall

Dr. Scott and Dr. Corrina Hamann

Ms. Jan Hanley

Ms. Jean Harris

Mr. David and Mrs. Becky Harrison

Mr. James A. Haslam

Mr. Gaylord and Mrs. Diana Hatler

Mr. Tom and Mrs. Connie Hawkins

Mr. Peter and Mrs. Brenda Hier

Mr. Walt and Mrs. Katherine Hieronymus

Ms. Lyda Hill

Mrs. Nancy Hochman

Mrs. Shirley Feilbach Hodges

Mr. Bill and Mrs. Helen Holmgren

Mr. William and Mrs. Sally Houghton

Mr. Wes* and Mrs. Charlotte Howard

Mr. James and Mrs. Louise Hunter

Mr. Kyle and Mrs. Sally Hybl

Ms. Diane Hyde

Inasmuch Foundation

Ms. Tricia Jackson

Ms. Lynn Janeczek and Mr. Flint Seaton

Ms. Barbara Janssen

Dr. Lisa Jenks

Ms. Cathy C. Jennings

Mr. Ron and Mrs. Susan Johnson

Mr. Jon and Mrs. Kim Kanas

Mr. John* and Mrs Mary* Kanas

Mr. Doug and Mrs. Diane Kathol

Mr. Ken Keene

Mr. James and Mrs. Judy Kewley

Mr. Philip and Mrs. Mary Kiemel

Mr. Steven and Mrs. Katherine King

Kirkpatrick Family Fund

Dr. John and Mrs. Carol Kleiner

Mr. Mark Kneebone

Mr. Albert and Mrs. Virginia Kooistra

Mr. Kevin and Mrs. Jamie Kratt

Mr. Robert and Mrs. Jennifer Kronebusch

Mr. Bill and Mrs. Joyce Kunkle

Dr. and Mrs. Karl Lackler

The John and Margot Lane Foundation

Mr. Douglas Lang

Mr. Bob and Mrs. Sue Lanting

Ms. Jan Larson

Mr. Jim Lauer

Mr. Randy and Mrs. Melanie Lindsay-Brisbin

Ms. Barbara Litchfield

Mr. Charles and Mrs. Leana Litchfield

In Memory of James and Lucy Ross

Mr. Jack* and Mrs. Cary Loewen

Mr. Donald and Mrs. Marie Logan

Mr. Dave and Mrs. Lorna Lohmann

Ms. Jean Long

Mr. James Loo

Mrs. Katherine Loo and Mr. Jim Raughton

The Community Foundation of Louisville

Ms. Barbara J. Lucas*

Mr. Greg and Mrs. Anne Maness

Dr. Abby and Mr. Barrett Marcum

Mr. David and Mrs. Dana McDermott

Mr. Trevor and Mrs. Sandy Miller

MJR Foundation

Mrs. Judy Mollo

The Moniker Foundation

Dr. Greg and Mrs. Susan Moore

Dr. Hans and Mrs. Sally Mueh

Tom Musselman Foundation

Stan and R. Maureen Myers

Mr. Tom and Mrs. Ann Naughton

Naughton-Nicholson Foundation

The Estate of Mr. Ted* and Mrs. Gail* Neher

Mr. Tom and Mrs. Susan Neill

Dr. Ed and Mrs. Mary Osborne

Mr. Daryn and Mrs. Kelley Parker

Mr. Thomas and Mrs. Susan Pattee

Mr. George and Mrs. Marcia* Peacore

Mr. Ben and Mrs. Susan Pepper

Pepsi Cola

Dr. Jolynn and Mr. Kevin Perry

Ms. Lovena Porter

Dr. Arthur and Mrs. Shim Post

Mr. John and Mrs. Susan Potterat

Mr. Gordon* and Mrs. Marta* Price

Dr. Theolyn Price

The Sierra-Price Family

Mr. Howard and Mrs. Jane Price

Mr. Jeffrey and Mrs. Joanne Qamoos

Mr. Tom and Mrs. Patricia Radcliffe

Mrs. Susie Ramsay

Ms. Sarah Roach

Ms. Cathy Robbins

Mr. Bill and Mrs. Gloria Robertson

Rocks Family Foundation

Mr. Wayne Rothbaum

Mr. Steve and Mrs. Debra Rowley

Mr. Robert and Mrs. Carol Royse

Mr. Dave Ruhl and Ms. Erin McNally

Dr. Charles and Mrs. Teri Ruggles

Mr. Tim and Mrs. Marie Ryan

Mr. Robert and Mrs. Susan Sallee

Mr. Tom and Mrs. Nancy Sauer

Mr. David Schmitt

Mrs. Jody and Mr. Bob* Schmitz

Mr. Steve and Mrs. Chris Schneider

Mr. Art and Mrs. Katie Schwall

Harold W. & Mary Louise Shaw Foundation

Laura Sinton Emery Charitable Remainder Unitrust

Mrs. Mari Sinton-Martinez and Mr. Paul Martinez 

Ms. Angel Sitte

Mr. Scott and Mrs. Sherry Skinner

Mrs. Virginia Snow*

Mrs. Betsy Sobral

Dr. Ron and Mrs. Ellie Solomon

Ms. Judy Sondermann

Ms. Marion Sondermann*

Mr. Peter R. Spahn

SSA Group

SSB Charitable Foundation

Mr. Bob* and Mrs. Jane Sterritt

Ms. Sue L. Switzer

Mr. Glenn and Mrs. Camille Tackaberry

The Tessarowicz Family

Dr. Darryl and Mrs. Terry Thatcher

Mr. Rod and Mrs. Linda Thornton

Titcomb Foundation

Mr. Richard and Mrs. Marge Torsiello

Mr. Rick and Mrs. Betty Totten

Mrs. Suzanne Twohig

Ms. Amanda Ulrich

Mr. Jeff and Mrs. Bonnie Ulrich

Ms. Sally Veitch

Ventimiglia Family Foundation

W & H Foundation

Mrs. Betty Waldron*

Mrs. Rebecca Wallace

Mr. Bob and Mrs. Judie Werschky

Mrs. Marilyn Werschky

Mr. Tom and Mrs. Liz White

Mr. Travis and Mrs. Sharon White

Mrs. Brenda and Mr. Gary Whitlock

Wilgruen Trust

Mr. Dave and Mrs. Carol Williams

Mr. Gary Winegar

Mr. Philip and Mrs. Ann Winslow

Mr. Randy and Mrs. Audrey Woodard

Mr. Joe and Mrs. Linda Woodford

Mr. Alan S. Wright and Mrs. Susan* Hall-Wright

Mr. Steve and Mrs. Tish Yanoviak

Young Again Foundation

Ms. Kristine Zabrusky and Mr. Tim McAndries

*Deceased
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Capital campaigns allow us to continue what we do best: providing cutting-edge animal care, doing critical 
conservation work in Colorado and around the world, and providing experiences for a lifetime with every visit. 

Gifts of $2,500 or more to the Elevate and Giraffe capital campaigns are recognized below.

Capital Campaign Donors
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